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ASLIB 
A. Historical 


The Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux, as 
Aslib was first known, came into existence in September, 1924, as the principal 
result of a conference sponsored by a group of people in the metallurgical 
Tesearch associations, The twin themes of the conference were the means of 
surveying all sources of specialised information and the methods of communi- 
cation whereby this information could be brought to those who needed it. 


Aslib’s early growth owes much to the United Kingdom Carnegie 
Trust which paid for the compilation of the well known Aslib Directory to 
Sources of Specialised Information in Great Britain and Ireland. Later, during 
the second world war, Aslib’s work as a co-ordinator of information services 
attracted the interest of the British Government and, since 1944, H.M. Depart- 
ment of Scientific and Industrial Research has made an annual grant to 
assist Aslib’s development. In 1949, the Association combined with the British 
Society for International Bibliography to form Aslib. 


The principal purposes of Aslib are : 


(a) To advance and promote documentation and the study of bibliogra- 
phical methods and of the classification of information and to 
promote national and international collaboration in bibliography and 
documentation and to compile and to foster the compilation of com- 
prehensive and specialist bibliographies. 

To support the principle of unrestricted interchange of all non- 
confidential knowledge and information. 

To encourage the formation and advance the interests of special 
libraries, information bureaux and all kindred and related services. 
To promote the holding of meetings for the reading and discussing 
of papers on all subjects relevant to the objects of the Association. 
To promote professional knowledge amongst documentalists and per- 
sons working in special libraries and information bureaux to hold 
classes to conduct examinations and to grant scholarships, prizes and 
certificates for competency in professional knowledge relating to the 
foregoing objects. 
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It should be noted that, in Great Britain, the British Standards Ins 
titution is responsible for the development of the UDC. ; the Institution and 
, Aslib work closely together on this matter. 


B. Organization 


The Council, which is the governing body, consists of a President, two 
Immediate Past-Presidents, four Vice-Presidents, an Honorary Treasurer, an 
Honorary Secretary, thirty Elected Members of Council and up to five co-opted 
members. These numbers may vary slightly from year to year. 


The general direction and supervision of the work undertaken by 
Aslib is entrusted to a Director, who is appointed by the Council. 


Five standing committees, besides an Executive and Finance Com. 
mittee, are set up each year to advise the Council and the Director on Aslib’s 
five main fields of activity: Education, Information Service and Library, 
Publications,, Conferences and Meetings, and International Relations. The 
membership is also grouped by geographical location in Provincial Branches, 
and by subject interest in Subject Groups. 


The full-time staff, under the control of the Director, consists at 
present of 24 persons. 


C. Membership. 
At the end of 1952, the membership numbered 1,434 made up as fol- 


lows :- 
Industrial and Commercial Concerns 367 
Universities, Learned Societies, 
Public Libraries, etc. 393 
Individuals ; 267 
Overseas Members of all categories 295 
British Government Departments 
and Stations 112 
1,434 


This represents an increase of 17.6 % over the total in December, 1951, 
and of 38 % over the total in December, 1950. 


D. Finance 


Aslib’s principal sources of income are annual membership subscrip- 
tions, annual Government grants administered by H.M. Department of Scienti- 
fic and Industrial Research and income from sales and services. Minimum 
annual subscriptions range from £2 2s. 0d. for individuals to £10 10s, 0d. for 
business concerns. The annual government grant is related to subscription 
income from British members, and the amounts to be given each year are declared 
in advance for each five-year period. Income from sales and services repre 
sents income from sales of Aslib periodicals and other Aslib publications, 
sales of microfilm and photocopies of documents, fees for advisory services 
relating to the establishment and conduct of information departments, fees for 
enrolment on the staff employment register, enrolment fees and commission 
in connection with the panel of specialist translators, and conference and 
training course fees. 
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E. Conference and Meetings 


(a) The Annual Conference, usually residential and held at a weekend, 
makes it possible for members to meet and exchange ideas and to listen to 
and discuss authoritative papers on various aspects of documentation, Between 
260 and 300 members usually attend. 


(bo) Throughout the winter, a series of evening lectures takes place 
in London ; each is usually followed by discussion. 


(c) Each Provincial Branch and Subject Group also arranges its own 
programme of meetings, usually on a subject of primary interest to members 
of the Branch or Group, though any member of Aslib is free to attend any 
meeting held under Aslib’s ausvices anywhere. 


(d) Other conferences are held from time to time, either by Aslib 
alone or in co-operation with one or more other organizations ; their purposes 
may be to explain what information services are available to particular sec- 
tions of the public, to encourage the establishment of information departments, 
eg. by industry, to investigate some specific problem of documentation, and 
so on. 


F. Education 


(a) A one-week’s course of training for newcomers to special] library 
and information work, usually consisting of lectures, questions and visits to 
selected special libraries in London, has been given by Aslib each year since 
the recent war. 


(b) A more advanced course, primarily for people with about three 
years’ experience of information work, was started in 1952. This course lasts 
four days and consists mostly of group discussions and detailed lectures by 
experts on one specialized aspect of information work. 


(c) Longer courses are provided in England by library schools, poly- 
technics, etc., and Aslib assists them, when required, with advice on curricula 
and lecturers. 


(d) A staff employment register is maintained to assist employers to 
fill vacancies in their libraries and information departments. ; 


G. Information Service and Library 


(a) The Aslib library is, first and foremost, a collection of material 
relating to documentation. It acquires periodicals and other publications on 
librarianship, whenever possible, from all parts of the world. It acts as Great 
Britain’s principal source of information on documentation. In addition, the 
library contains a small collection of general reference books for the use of 
the information department, 


(b) The information department is a centre to which an enquiry for 
any specific piece of information on any subject under the sun may be addres- 
sed by members of Aslib. Depending on the nature of the enquiry, the informa- 
tion may be given direct or the enquirer may be referred to the appropriate 
source. Bibliographical enquiries are usually answered by Aslib; technical 
enquiries are normally referred elsewhere. 


(c) A consultant service, to give advice on the establishment, equip- 
ment, staffing and conduct of special libraries and information departments, 
was started in 1952 with financial support from H.M. Department of Scientific 
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and Industrial Research. A fee is normally charged for this service unless con- 
sultation is on a minor question of routine. 


(d) Members of Aslib enjoy the privilege of being able to borrow 
pooks. journals, reports, etc., from almost all other members. If a member does 
not know to whom to apply for the loan, the matter can usually be arranged 
by Aslib which keeps a number of location indexes. 


(e) Aslib’s Documentary Reproduction Service performs a _ three- 
fold service ; it locates a copy of the document required, clears any copyright 
formalities and provides a photocopy or a microfilm copy. A fee is charged for 
this service. 


(f) An index to English translations of foreign language articles on 
scientific and technological subjects was established in 1951. It covers the 
British Commonwealth and at present contains details of some 9,000 trans- 
lated articles which can be borrowed ; on average, 4.6% of requests have been 
satisfied from this index. 


(g) If no translation exists and the enquirer wishes to commission a 
translation of an article, Aslib can introduce him to a fully qualified trans- 
lator. A panel of specialist translators is maintained for this purpose; every 
person admitted to the panel must vroduce evidence of linguistic ability in 
one or more foreign languages and also proof of knowledge of a particular 
subject, whether scientific or otherwise. 


H. International Relations 


(a) Aslib is the British member of the F.I.D. and the International 
Relations Committee is responsible for advising the Council of Aslib on all 


matters affecting British membership, as well .as on other international aspects 
of documentation. Aslib has the privilege of working closely, in this as in other 
matters, with the British Standards Institution which has responsibility for 
the English edition of the U.D.C. 


(b) Co-operation is maintained in every way vossible with other 
international organizations interested in documentation eg. Unesco, I-F.L.A. 
and A.I.B.M., and foreign national organizations. Foreign visitors to Aslib during 
1952 came from, among other countries, Argentina, Australia, Chile, France, 
Germany, India, Japan, the Netherlands, Peru, Spain, Sweden and U.S.A. 


(c) A scheme for the systematic interchange of special librarians 
and information officers between the United Kingdom and the United States 
is being examined. Exchanges between the United Kingdom and other countries 
of the Commonwealth or the countries of Western Europe may also be en- 
couraged. 


I. Publications 


(a) Five serials are published by Aslib : 


ASLIB INFORMATION, a monthly bulletin about Aslib’s activities, which also 
contains a list of recent articles on documentation ; 


ASLIB BOOK-LIST, a monthly list of recommended new scientific and tech- 
nical books in the English language ; 


ASLIB PROCEEDINGS, a quarterly publication containing the more important 
papers read at Aslib conferences and meetings and a summary 
of the discussions following delivery of the papers ; 
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JOURNAL OF DOCUMENTATION, a quarterly journal devoted to the recor. 
ding, organization and dissemination of specialised knowledge ; 


INDEX TO UNIVERSITY THESES, an annual list (from 1950-51) of theses 
accepted for higher degrees in the Universities of Great Britain and 
Ireland. 


(b) Other publications issued by Aslib include : 


ASLIB GUIDES TO SOURCES OF INFORMATION IN GREAT BRITAIN 


N’ 1: The paper industry. U-D.C. n° 676. 1948. 10, [4] pp. 2s. 6d. (2s, 
to members). 

N°’ 2: Agriculture and allied interests. U.D.C. n° 63. 1949. 55, [9] pp. 16s. 
(13s. to members). 

N’ 3: Beverages and food. U.D.C. n° -663+664, 1949. 44, [11] pp. 12s. 6d. 
(10s. to members). 

N°’ 4: Textiles and allied interests. U.D.C. n° 677. 1949. 42, [91 pp. 12s. 6d. 
(10s. to members). 


Loose-leaf binders for this series, gilt embossed « Loxonian», are avail- 
able, price 5s. 6d. 


BOOKS AND ARMY EDUCATION, 1944-1946: preparation and supply, by 
J.H.P. Pafford. 1946. 72 pp. 6s. (4s.6d. to members). 


BRITISH SOURCES OF REFERENCE AND INFORMATION; a guide to 
societies, works of reference and libraries ; compiled under the direction 
of a committee of Aslib and edited by Theodore Besterman. 1947. vii, 
56 pp. 6s. (5s. to members). 


REPORT OF ASLIB MEETING ON INDUSTRIAL INFORMATION SER- 
VICES, 8 May 1946. 1947. 39 pp. 4s. (3s. to members). 


REPORT OF ASLIB MEETING ON PLANNING AND EQUIPMENT OF 
SPECIAL LIBRARIES, 6 April 1946. 1947. 33 pp. 4s. (3s. to members). 


SCIENCE AND THE HUMANITIES: the use and abuse of information ; an 
address delivered at the 9th Annual Conference at Somerville College, 
Oxford, on 23 September 1932, by John L. Myres. 1933. 32 pp. 1s. 3d. 


A SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY OF ITALY; a thousand books about Italy, its 
geography, population, cities and regions, its language, literature and 
history, its social, economic and political life, its art and music, by W.O. 
Hassall. 1946. 82 pp. 8s. 6d. (6s. to members). 


A SELECT LIST OF STANDARD BRITISH SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL 
BOOKS. 4th edition, 1952. 12 pp. 7s. 6d. (6s. to members). 


ASLIB MANUALS 


Vol.l. MANUAL OF SPECIAL LIBRARY TECHNIQUE, with particular refe- 
rence to the technical special libraries of commercial and govern- 
ment establishments, by J.E. Wright. 2nd ed. revised. 1946. xi, 
120 pp. (out of print). 


Vol .2. THE CATALOGUING, ARRANGEMENT AND FILING OF SPECIAL 
MATERIAL IN SPECIAL LIBRARIES, by Robert L, Collison ; with 
foreword by R.S. Schultze. 1950. [8], 76pp. 9s.6d. (7s.6d. to mem- 
bers). 
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ASLIB PAMPHLETS 


N’1. HOW TO TAKE, KEEP AND USE NOTES, by J. Edwin Holmstrom. 
1947. 26 pp. 2s. 


N’2, REFERENCE BOOKS FOR THE WORKS LIBRARY, by R. Brightman. 
1948. 21 pp. 2s. 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE REPORTS 


Report of Proceedings of the 1st-22nd Conferences, 1924-1947. 6s. (5s. to mem- 
bers). 
N°’. 2, 3, 5, 6, 10, 17 & 21 out of print. 


- Author and subject index to vols. 1-XX, 1924-1945. 42 pp. 4s. (3s. to members). 


OFFPRINTS FROM PERIODICALS 


THE DEPARTMENTAL LIBRARIES OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE, 
by D.W. Butcher, M.A. Journal of Documentation, vol. 7, n° 4, 
December 1951, pp. 221-243, 2s. 


EARLY DUCH LIBRETTOS AND PLAYS WITH MUSIC IN THE BRITISH 
MUSEUM, by Alfred Loewenberg. Journal of Documentation, vol.2, 
n° 4, March 1947, 30 pp. 5s. 


A HANDLIST OF PSYCHOLOGY PERIODICALS IN THE LEARNED 
LIBRARIES OF GREAT BRITAIN ; compiled by J.W. Scott and 
F.V. Smith. Journal of Documentation, vol. 6, n°’ 3, September 1950, 
pp. 152-166. 2s.6d. 


HERALDRY, FLAGS AND SEALS: a select bibliography, with annotations, 
covering the period 1920 to 1945, by S. Trehearne Cope. Journal of 
Documentation, vol. 4, n° 2, September 1948, pp. 92-146. 7s. 6d. (6s. 
to members). 


MUSIC PUBLISHERS’ NUMBERS : a selection of 40 dated lists, 1710-1900, by 
Otto Erich Deutsch. Journal of Documentation, vol. 1, n°’ 4, March 
1946, and vol. 2, n° 2, September 1946, with some alterations and 
an index. 30 pp. 5s. 


REPORT ON TECHNICAL INFORMATION SERVICES, by the Panel on Tech- 
nical Information Services of the Committee on Industrial Produc- 
tivity. Journal of Documentation, vol. 7, n° 2, June 1951, pp. 92-112. 
2s. 


(c) Work is in progress on the following publications : 


BRITISH SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL BOOKS, BASED ON THE ASLIB 
BOOK-LIST, 1935 to 1952. 


ASLIB DIRECTORY. A new edition of the ASLIB Directory, a Guide to sources 
of Specialized Information in Great Britain and Ireland, originally 
published in 1928. 


MACHINES, METHODS AND APPLIANCES IN SPECIAL LIBRARIES ; by 
R.L. Collison. 
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ASLIB HANDBOOK FOR SPECIAL LIBRARIANS AND INFORMATION 
OFFICERS. 


PERIODICALS AND SERIALS: Their Treatment in Special Libraries. By, 
Grenfell. To be published in the Aslib Manuals series. 


J. Provincial Branches 


Branches of Aslib, run by local committees but responsible to 
Council of Aslib, exist in Scotland, the Northern Counties of England and f 
Midlands. The Branches hold meetings for lectures and discussions as well 
social functions and provide a basis for regional co-operation among speci 
libraries, 


K. Subject Groups 


At present there are six Groups covering Aeronautics, Econom 
Engineering, Food and Agriculture, Fuel and Power, and Textiles. They exist 
achieve on a subject basis substantially the same objects as the Province 
Branches achieve on a regional basis, Besides holding meetings and encourag 
library co-operation among their members, the Groups carry out practical p 
jects such as the compilation of union lists of periodical holdings, enquiries i 
the classification of information relative to a given industry or co-operati 
schemes for the translation of foreign papers. 


L. Development Plans. 


Aslib’s services are still expanding and plans for the next five ve 
include the establishment of additional panels of specialists, experiments w 
non-traditional methods of disseminating information and a modest programm 
of information research. 
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LES ACTIVITES DOCUMENTAIRES DE L’INSTITUT D’ETUDES 
CENTRAFRICAINES A BRAZZAVILLE 


Cet établissement scientifique rattaché 4 l’Office de la Recherche Scie 
tifique Outre-Mer, posséde en Afrique Equatoriale Francaise, des établissemen 
Scientifiques dans lesquels se poursuivent des études de sociologie, d’ethnologi 
musicale, de géographie, d’entomologie, de pédologie, de biologie, d’océanog! 
phie, d’hydrobiologie, d’hydrologie, de géophysique et de botaniaue. 

Tout un outillage documentaire permet de conserver les collections, 
les classer et de les exploiter. La bibliothéque compte prés de 5.000 volumes 
300 cartes et 353 périodiques. Des répertoires sur fiches relévent les questiol 
sociologiques (analytique, auteurs et géographique) d’entomologie médicale et 
biologie végétale. La photothéque posséde 1013 épreuves classées. 

La section des «Sciences Humaines» tient un fichier ethnique qui é 
utilisé principalement pour 1|’établissement des cartes ethniques. Une classificatii 
comprenant 14 grandes subdivisions a été établie, chacune des rubriaues prine 
pales se divise en sous-rubriques qui sont numérotées en chiffres arabes ald 
que les groupes principaux sont notés en chiffres romains, les subdivisio 
extrémes sont pourvues de lettres minuscules. 

La sous-section « Ethnologie musicale» posséde une collection d’enreg 
trements et une collection de fiches analytiques permettant de classer et 
comparer les modes et les mélodies suivant les degrés qu’ils occupent da 
Yéchelle musicale de 1]’Afrique francaise bantoue. 

La section de «biologie végétale» posséde un fichier (format intern 
tional) le classement est fait suivant un plan inspiré de la classification dé 
male. 

Enfin, l'Institut publie un « Bulletin [de 1’] Institut d’Etudes Centrafl 
caines» et des « Mémoires de l'Institut d’Etudes Centrafricaines ». 
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